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What’s a home improvement fund?  
 

Over time, homeowners want to upgrade things around 
the house.   Or they want to do things that don’t  exist 
but would improve the value of the property over time. 
For example, you want to plant trees,  and if you care 
for them properly and guide them to adulthood, they’ll 
increase the value of the home.    Or fencing your home.   
Or installing quartz countertops in the kitchen.  Or 
updating a bathroom.   A home improvement fund can 
help avoid home equity loans or credit card debt. 

How much will that cost? Improvements will be 

more expensive than maintenance, so you might sock 
away 2% of the assessed value of the house and land 
annually into that same account. This means an amount 
equal to 1/6th of 1% will be pulled out of your primary 
checking each month (for a $200,000 house, that means 
$333 a month). That may seem high, but it will enable 
you to start thinking and planning home improvement 
projects and knowing that you’ll be able to pay for them 
when you decide what to do. 
It seems expensive now, but if you look at this as just 
another bill to pay, it leads to success in the long run.  
 
Source:  TheSimpleDolllar.com 
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Home Maintenance/Home Improvement Fund 
 
 

What’s a home maintenance fund? A home maintenance fund pays for the continual mainte-

nance of things that you have right now. This includes things like pest spraying, weatherproofing the 
deck, having the chimney swept, replacing  air filters, replace worn-out carpets, and so on. 
 

How much will that cost? There are various recommendations, but we’ve settled on putting away 

1% of the assessed value of the house and land annually into the account for home maintenance. This 
means that an amount equal to 1/12th of 1% will be pulled out of your primary checking each month into 
that account (for a $200,000 house, that means $166 a month), and then when home maintenance  issues 
occur, you are free to tap that fund to get the lawnmower fixed or replaced, to buy sealant, and so on. 
 

 Multi-year winner of the 
Five Star Professional Award 

EIGHT———- 
 

The number of seconds it takes a buyer to 
decide if they are attracted to your home…. 
or not. 
 
Let’s make those 8 seconds count.  Your 
online showing is what buyers use to       
determine if they want to make an           
appointment.  A quality presentation and 
great photography matter.  8 seconds.   
Professionalism, integrity, creativity      
matter. 
 
Whether you are buying or selling, your 
satisfaction is my priority—so let’s get you 
moving!  Call me for a free in-home        
consultation.  407-492-9353 
 
 
    
 
 
 



How Long Will Your Home Last? 

 
This information was interesting to me.  It was put out by 
the National Association of Home Builders/Bank of 
America Equity Study of Life Expectancy of Home 
Components. 
 

 
AC Unit—10-15 years 
               Windows—15-30 years 
Shingle Roof—20 years 
   Carpeting—8-10 years 
Kitchen Cabinets—50 years 
   Security/Smoke Det.—5-10 years 
Exterior Paint—10-15 years 
   Electric Switches—10+ years 
Shower Enclosure—50 years 
   Whirlpool Tub—20-50 years 
Wood or Stone Flooring—100 years 
   Kitchen Faucet—15 years 
Kitchen Sink—5-10 years 
   Range—13-15 years 
Refrigerator—13 years 
   Dishwasher—9 years 
Washing Machine—10 years 
   Dryer—13 years 
Microwave oven—9 years 
   Wood Deck—10-15 years 
Garage Door Opener—10-15 years 
   Asphalt driveway—15-20 years 

 
What’s Happening in Real Estate 

  

   

3 YEAR LOW:  Single Family homes, Townhomes, 
Condos and Duplexes are considered our “inventory.”  
We are now at a 3-4 year low.  August of 2013 is the last 
time we saw the levels we are right now (8,550).  Already 
hard for buyers, now the FED is looking at a second 
interest rate hike. 
 
DISTRESSED SALES WANING:  Distressed sales are 
becoming less and less of a factor in Orlando’s housing 
market, while normal sales have resurfaced at the top.  In 
fact,  in December 2016 foreclosures and short sales made 
up less than 10% of transactions and less than 7% of 
active inventory. 
 
PORTABILITY:  The state of Florida allows owners of 
their homesteads to port the savings from one home to 
another when they abandon (sell or rent out) one home 
for another.  Owners are able to use portability when 
they upsize or downsize.  You are able to port from one 
county to another, and you are given 2 years to apply for 
Portability.  You can find the calculations on the 
property appraisers site for your county—or you can go 
to  kingoforlando.com and go to the drop down list under 
either buyers or sellers then click on Portability. 

 

 

Sue’s Listings 
JUST SOLD:   6115 Linneal Beach,  in Bear Lake Estates. 
2551 sq. ft. of perfection  on 1.5 acres  sold for  $780K 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR SALE:  Beautiful lakefront estate on 2.5 acres.   1948 
treasure completely updated and ready for a new family.     
Main home, Guest home and a buildable lot, all with       
exquisite views of Lake Concord.  Call 407-492-9353 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR SALE:   Another stunning lakefront home in Bear 
Lake Estates.  Built in 2008 with 4338 sq ft.  10 foot ceilings 
downstairs, 9 foot upstairs with 8 foot doors throughout.  
Multiple porches and beautiful views from most rooms.  
Master up and Master down.  Seawall, dock and boat lift.   

Call 407-492-9353 
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